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Notability allows for typing Tl S aOTer
lnt the margins of PDF texts. Eli Sanders

1 wroee this piece mine years ago. Its about & violent crime that occ wrred
at my bigh school seventeen years age. Which is to say that I carried memo-
ries of this crime around with me for eght years before | finally was able 20
create an opportunity to turn those memeries into wieful words

By “weful” I mean mg@l mainly to myself. I don't know if these words
were weful to anyone else, though I hope so. But they were wseful to me, in
that lﬁq reacquainted me with the sense of violation I fels even as someone
seversl steps removed from the crime belowy, and moved me toward a new
peripective on the perpetraser. They also left me feeling that perbaps Id ere-
ated a small worthwhile something out of a larger senseless mes

Perbaps. It may be that what | actually created with this piece was
merely an opportunity for & curiows person—me—to explore some gues-
tions that had been hanging around unanswered for too long. If that’s the
case, then at least this story can serve as a reminder of someshing basic,
something even us journalists eccasionally forget: if you've been weondering,
you can pick up the phone and azk

Tbc guy ubo sbot WO xoplc inside my high vJ‘mo is on the pl one.
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come of him since he got out of juvie. The day was January 12, 1995,
He was fifteen, 2 freshman at Scarde’s Garfield High School: short,
smooth-checked, black, and on that particular moming sclling weed
in the school gym as students gathered there for the Martin Luther
King Day assembly. | was seventeen, a Garficld senlor, an overachicv
ct, white, editor of the student newspaper, wearer of outsized round
glasses. Like the rest of the kids, | filed orderly into the gym, listened
ducifully, applauded on cue

While I was doing this, the freshman was getting “jacked.” Another
black student, a junior named Hassan Coaxum, was teasing him and,
according to police reports, stealing his weed. To the five-foot-four

ssan and the other t rh guys surrounding him scemed

and as the speaker

beration

and headed back to Garbeld to shoot a black man

Ihe shooter’s recollections of that day are occasionally interrupted

by shouts from a female woice outside his door. The woman wants
to know what be's doing. He tells her not to worry, which is a relief.
[ have already had to tangle with another female voice, that of the
shooter’s mother, whom | called first when trying to find him. His
mother wanted money for access. “It's an unbelievable story,” she told
me, trying to pitch her son's tale of redempeion for cash. | told her it
would be uncthical for a journalist to pay for information. She told me
that’s what all the other journalists said. | got the message: [ was about
to be refused an interview, just like them

Scarching for a personal connection that might trump money, |
reminded her that | wear to school with her son. She scemed unmoved,
remained vague about whether she would actually tell him 1 called.

But now here he is on the phone, a few days after | spoke 1o his
mother, willing to tell his story on the condition that I not reveal his
name. (Because he was convicied as a juvenile, the shooter’s name was
never released. and he wants to keep it that way.) It’s about 10:30 p.m

L0

on a Wednesday. He too asks if there'’s any money in this. | tell him no.

He starts alking anyway.
o

In 1995, the guy who's now on the phone sith me seemed a fright-
ening aberration, a kid who had crossed one of socicty's invisible lines
and violated the safe haven of public education with gunshots. It was
the first time there had cver beea a shooting inside a Seartle public
school. It was also one of the first school shootings in the nation to get
lots of media attention, though the media attention it got was almost
excdusively local

Neither of the two students shot at Garbeld thar day were kilied,
but in Seattle there followed weeks of handwringing about Americas
gun culture, talk of metal detectors at school entrances, and regret over
missed warning signs. ln many ways, it was a prelude to the emotions
and debates that would surround the series of suburban school shoot-
ings soon to come—in Moses Lake, Washingron, in 1996; in West
Paducah, Kentucky, in 1997; in Jonesboro, Arkansas, in 1998; az Col-
umbine High School in Littleton, Colorado, in 1999; in Lake Worth,
Florida, in 2000 in Santee, California, in 2001—shootings that, un-
like the one at Garfield, captured the attention of the national press in
a big way

I've always assumed the shooting at Garfield failed to cause any
great gnashing of the national teeth because it happened at an inner-
city (read: black) school. It stemmed from an argument between two
black students, and was therefore seen by many as not susprising-——just
a typical example of urban black-on-black violence.

But strip away the racial and urban components of what happened
that day at Garficld and what you find is 2 script identical to those of
the later, better-known school shootings: A young, troubled boy, small
in stature, victim of humiliation at the hands of bigger boys, gets hold
of a family gun and comes to school to teach everyone a lesson. And
when you ask the Garfield shooter what he was thinking that day, it
turns out that his modvation was the same as the motivation ascribed

The Shoocer
Eli Sandens
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to many of the suburban school shooters: he wanted to send a message,
a warning against picking on him.

“This was my plan,” he says, describing his intentions as he headed
back to Garfield with the gun ia his hand. "My plan was to get him
to come with me, like to a bathroom. Do some TV shit like put [the
gun) in his mouth and make him strip down. Get my stuff back, take
any moncy he had on him, then leave him buck naked inside the boys'
bathroom as an example to everybody else: ‘Don't fuck with me.’ And
then it would be cool.”

Listen 10 what Jefferson County Sheriff John P. Stone described a3
u e Columbine shooters’” motivation, quoting from the diary of one
of the boys: “We want to be different, we want to be strange and we

h '¥ don't want jocks or other people putting (us) down. . . . We're going to

a = N g

gn, you.”

The distance between suburban Columbine and inner-city Garfield
suddenly seems a lot shorter. And in the end, were they really very far
apart? Is there much difference between the basic social dynamic of an
urban high-school gang and a suburban high-school clique? Berween
a street thug and a school bully? Between the traditional high-school
imperative “Be popular or be picked on,” and the urban imperative “Be
tough or be a victim™?

But it was only when school shootings suddenly began happening
in places where they weren't "supposed to happen” that the national
press began paying close attention.

In February 1996—a year after the Garfield shooting—a trench-
coat-wearing fourteen-year-old in the Eastern Washington town of
Moscs Lake brought a hunting rifie to his junior-high school and killed
two students and a teacher. In February 1997, a sixteen-year-old boy
in Bethel, Alaska, brought a shotgun to school and killed the principal
and a student. Eight months lates, a sixteen-year-old In Pearl, Missis

sippi, shot two students to death and wounded seven others after stab-
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to the media attention that followed school shootings thereakter, you
are probably familiar with many of the next big incidents: West Pa-
ducah, Kentucky (December 1997, fourteen-year-old kills three and
wounds five); Jonesboro, Arkansas (March 1998, two boys, eleven and
thirteen, kill four girl students and 2 teacher); Fayetteville, Teanessee
(May 1998, cighteen-year-old honor student kills one); Springhecld,
Oregon (May 1998, fiftcen-year-old kills two students and wounds
twenty)

Then, in April 1999, Columbine. Twelve students and a teacher
dead, twenty-three wounded.

After that, the federal government finally took notice. The Secret
Service was asked to conduct an exhaustive study of school shootings
and then create a profile of the typical shooter using the same profiling
techniques the agency uses to thwart artacks on the president.

The report, released in May 2002 wich lirtle fanfare and almost
no media attention, studied thirty-seven incidents of “tasgeted school
violence™ dating back to 1974. It defined “rargeted school violence™
as “any incident where (1) a current student or recent former student
attacked someone at his or her school with lethal means (e.g., 2 gun or
knife); and (2) where the student attacker purposefully chose his or her
school as the location of the artack.”

Though the Garfield shooting clearly meets the criteria, it didn't
make the Secrer Service list. Perhaps this was because of another study
guideline—a guideline that is basically code for leaving “urban” school
shootings out of the study: “Incidents that were solely related to gang
or drug trade activity or to a violent interaction between individuals
that just happened to occur at the school were not included.”

Apparently the Secret Service, like most of the rest of the country,
saw the shooting at Garficld as being primarily about drugs and gangs

and random black-on-black crime, and therefore not worth including
' ) ' A Fan's sobmnle fomeds codicichan A anadd
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i Story Grading Criteria

Comments
wofile is exceptionally well written and free of errors. The
s appropriate for the assignment as well as clear,
se and interesting. The story ans news
sons and is well organized and contains effective
tions, quotations, descriptions and anecdotes. The
q is effective and provides appropriate closure for the
The story’s high quality makes it possibly publishable
orofessional news organzation,

vspaper could publish the story after minimal editing
tory contains only a few minor errors of style. The lead
xopriate for the assignment but is weaker in developing
ist. The body paragraphs present all the necassary
Jround and efaboration for a comprehensive feature
The information is presented in a cohesive, well-
lized manner. However, the story is not as detalled,
Plive or interesting as an “A” story

wews story is supericial or could be published only after
¢ editng. The lead fails to be appropriate for the

nment and lacks a strong focus. The story is

Janzed and conains many minor errors. A few

neoes or paragraphs may have 10 be rewritten because
we repetitious, awkward or confusing

wws story contains all the necessary facts, but those
are presented o ineffectively that they would have to
written before the story could be published. The story
sontains an unacceptable number of stylistic, spelling or
matcal errors

wews story could not be published by a newspaper and
incomplete, confusing or erroneous that the facts in the
could not be rewritten and published
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lextexpander

SmileOnMyMac, LLC
TextExpander

Category: Productivity
Updated: Sep 21, 2012
Version: 1.2.7

Sze:25MB

Language: English

Sollor: SmileOnMyMac, LLC
2 2010-2012 SmileOnMyMac
LLC dba Smile

Rated 4+

Requirements

Compatible with iPhone, iPod
touch, and iPad.

Requires 105 4.3 or later

Developer Web Site

App Support
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:.change
| understand about the challenge of having...

:missclass

4:16 PM

,change

| understand about the challenge of having a lab time that works with your other classes
and activities. Because of computer scheduling, | can't change your lab assignment. I'd
suggest that you continue to check the online scheduling to see if someone drops the lab
section and you can add it. But be aware that when you drop your lab someone else may
already have signed up for the open lab spot, and you'll not be enrolled in the course.

Good luck in arranging your schedule.
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numerals

A numeral is a figure, letter, word or
group of words expressing a number.

Roman numerals use the letters /, V, X,
L, C, D and M. Use Roman numerals
for wars and to show personal
sequence for animals and people:
World War I, Native Dancer Il, King
George VI, Pope John XXIII. See
Roman numerals.

Arabic numerals use the figures 1, 2, 3,
4, 5, 6, 7, 8 9and 0. Use Arabic forms
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Favorites

titles

In general, confine capitalization to
formal titles used directly before an
individual's name.

The basic guidelines:

LOWERCASE: Lowercase and spell out
titles when they are not used with an
iIndividual's name: The president issued
a statement. The pope gave his
blessing.

Lowercase and spell out titles in
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Compliment is a noun or a verb that
denotes praise or the expression of
courtesy: The captain complimented the
sailors. She was flattered by the
compliments on her project.

D et )

ComplEment complEtes

Compliments are nice
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GOOGLE FUSION MAPS

These maps can be used to show a variety of data and
aren’t limited to creating maps.

http://support.google.com/fusiontables/answer/2527132/?

hl=en&topic=2573107&ctx=topic#importsample
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GOOGLE FUSION MAPS

|) Log in at www.google.com, click on Drive.

2) Create->More->Google Fusion Table

m n Meet your Drive

Drive is the home for all your files. With Google Drive for

& Document ic files from your computer to My Drive

Presentation R ———
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E Form

EY Drawing

Folder
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GOOGLE FUSION MAPS

You can use an Excel

file or call up files you've
downloaded from
government websites.

You need to include latitude
and longitude numbers.You
also can include Flickr
photos.



After you bring in the data
file, you have to click the
menu Map of Latitude.

It will create your Google
map.

If you want to improve its
appearance, you can click on
the Change info window

layout tab and type in HTML
code.



GOOGLE FUSION MAPS

Logging in Indiana State Forests

When you're happy with
N PPY You can type the map size
how it looks, click on the
below and then copy the
Map menu and go to

: HTML code to paste in a
Publish. website.
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